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(Ireland.) 
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B I L L 

To enable Justices of the Peace in Ireland to act as such, in 
certain cases, out of the limits of the Counties in which 
they actually arc ; to make provision for the execution 
of Warrants of Distress granted by them ; and to authorize 
them to impose Pities upon Constables and other officers 
for neglect of duty, and on Masters for ill usage of 
their Apprentices. 



Note.— rae Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios 
in the written Copy. 



I 



^(£K<ta& the Administration of Justice in Ireland is 

1 frequently obstructed for want of resident Justices of the peace, 

and might be much furthered in case the Justices acting for two or more 
adjoining counties were enabled to act for the same, if personally present 
in either of those in which they act, as they are by law enabled to do in 
Great Britain : 



IBC tt thctrforr (fenactthby The KIN G's Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 
of the same, THAT from and after il shall 

and may be lawful for any Justice or Justices of the peace, acting as 
such for any two or more counties being adjoining counties, in Ireland, 
to act as a Justice or Justices of the peace in all matters and things 
whatsoever concerning or in anywise relating to any or either of the said 
counties ; and that all and every act and acts of such J ustice or Justices 
2 of the peace, and the act and acts of any constable or other officer in 
obedience thereto, shall be as valid good and effectual in the law to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever, as if such act or acts of the said Justice 
or Justices had been done in the county or counties to which such act 
or acts more particularly relate ; and all constables and other officers of 
the said county or counties to which such act or acts relate, are hereby 
authorized and required to obey the warrants, orders, directions, act and 
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/ acts of such Justice or Justices so granted given and done, and to do 
and perform their several offices and duties, under the pains and penalties 
to which any constable or other officer may be liable for a neglect of 
iJ '''"■‘‘ys. Tl»‘ such Justice or Justices be personally 

tiiiieofsciiiig. resident m one of the said counties at the time of doing such act or acts ; 

provided also. That the warrants orders or directions so to be given and 
granted, be directed and given in the first instance to the constable or 
other officer of the county to which the same more particularly relate. 



Const.ihles, And be it furtlier Knactetl, That from and after 

oiK-iidfr. It shall and may be lawful for any constable or other 

'TreW, or for any other person or persons apprehend- 
ing or taking into custody any person or persons offending against law, and 
whom they lawfully may and ought to apprehend and take into custody 
by virtue of his or their office or offices, or otherwise howsoever, to convey 
und take the person or persons so apprehended or taken into custody as 
aforesaid, to any Justice or Justices of the peace acting for the said 
county, and resident in such adjoining county as aforesaid ; and the said 
constables and other peace officers, and all and every other person or per- 
sons, are hereby authorized empowered and required in all such cases so 
to act m all things as if the said Justice or Justices of the peace was or 
were resident within tire said county to which they respectively belon« ; 
and all and every, person or peisons obstructing or hindering the satd 
constables or other peace officers In the execution of their respective 
offices ill the said county or counties adjoining as aforesaid, shall be and 
are hereby made liable to the same pains and penalties for such obstruc-- 
tion and hindrance of the said officers in the execution of their respective 
offices as if the same had been committed in the couhty for which the 
said constables or other peace officers were appointed to act. 
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And be it further Enacted, That from and after 

it shall and may be lawful for any sheriff in Ire/mi/, and 
for any person or persons deputed by him, or acting under his au- 
thority, and for any constable or other peace officer in Ijr/and or any 
other person or persons lawfully taken into or having in his or their cus- 
tody respectively, any person or persons offending against law, and whom 
he or they may or might lawfully convey to gaol or any place of safe 
custody, to convey or take the said person or persons so in custody 
as aforesaid, into and through any part or parts of the said county or 
counties so adjoining, iff their way to such gaol or place of safe custody 
within the county wherein such offence was done or committed ; and all 
and every person or persons escaping from such custody as aforesaid, or 
aiding or assisting such escape or escapes, or rescuing such pereon or 
persons so m custody as aforesaid, shall be subject to the like paius and 
penalties for such escape or escapes, and for such aid and assistance so 
given as aforesaid, and for such rescue and rescues, as if the said escape 
or escapes had happened, or such aid and assistance had been given or 
such rescue or rescues had been made in the county wherein such offence 
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And be it further Enacted, That from and after 
it shall and may be la^vful for any J ustice or J ustices of the peace, acting 
for any county at large in Ireland, to act as such at any place within any 
city or town being a county of itself, and situate within, surrounded by, or 
adjoining to any such county at large; and that all and every such act 
and acts, matters and things done by such Justice or Justices of the 
peace for the said county at large, within such city or town, shall be as 
valid and effectual in the law as if the same had been done within the 
said county at large, to all intents and purposes whatsoever : Provided 
always, that nothing in this Act contained shall extend to give power to 
the Justices of the peace for any county at large, not being Justices for 
such city or town, or any constable or other officer acting under them, 
to act or intermeddle in any matters or things arising within any such city 
or town, in any manner whatsoever. 
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Proviso. 



AND whereas it is expedient to give such and the like powers to 
Justices of the peace in Ireland, to impose Fines upon constables and 
other peace and parish officers within their respective jurisdictions, for 
neglect of duty in their respective ’Offices, or for disobedience of the 
warrants or orders of such Justices, and also to impose Fines upon masters 
of apprentices for ill usage of their apprentices, and also to make such 
provision for the execution of wanants of distress granted by J ustices, as 
are by law given and made in Great Brilaiu:, BE it therefore Enacted, justScesmsy 
That from and after it shall and may 

belaivfnl for any or more of His Majesty’s Justices of tlie peace 

in Ireland, assembled at any Special or Petty Sessions of the Peace, duty, and on 
upon complaint being made upon oath before them, of any neglect of 
duty, or of any disobedience of any lawful warrant or order of any Justice Apprentices, 
or J ustices of the peace, by auy constable or other peace or parish officer, 
or upon complaint made to such or more J ustices upon oath by 

or on the behalf of any apprentice to any trade or business M-hatsoever, 
whether bound ai)prentice by any parish or townslhp or otherwise, (pro^ 
vided that not more than the sum of be paid upon the bind- 

ing of such apprentice) against his or her master or mistress of any ill usage 
of such apprentice by such master or mistress (such constable or otlier 
officer, master or mistress having been duly summoned to appear and answer 
such charge or complaint) to impose upon conviction any reasonable line or 
7 fines not exceeding the sum of upon such constable or other 

officer, master or mistress respectively, as a punishment for such disobe- 
dience, neglect of duty, or ill usage, and by warrant under the hands and 
seals of any or more of such Justices assembled at any special or Fine, 

petty sessions as aforesaid, to direct such fine or fines, if not paid, to be 
levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of the person or 
persons so offending, rendering the overplus (if any) after deducting the 
amount of such fine or fines, and the charges of such distress and sale, 
to such offender or offenders ; and such fine or fines which may be im- 
posed upon any such constable or other officer as aforesaid, shall be 
applied and disposed of for the relief of the poor of the parish township 
or place where the offenders ahall respectively reside, at the discretion of 
^ 8 . A 2 the 
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the Justices imposing the same; and such fine or fines which may be 
imposed upon any such master or mistress shall, at the discretion of the 
Justice imposing the same, be either so applied and disposed of as afore- 
said, or be otherwise paid and applied, to or for the use and benefit of 
such apprentice, for or towards a recompence or compensation for the 
injury which may have been by him or her sustained by reason of such c; 
ill usage as aforesaid ; and if any person shall be aggrieved by the impo- 
sition of such fine or fines as aforesaid, or by any order or warrant of 
distress for raising and levying the same, or by the judgment or determi- 
nation of the said Justices, or by any act to be done in the execution of 
such warrant of distress, such person or persons so aggrieved shall and 
may appeal to the next general or quarter sessions of the peace to be held 
for the county, county of a city or county of a town, within which such 
person shall reside ; of which appeal days notice at the least 

shall be given ; and for want of such distress such person or persons shall 
be committed to the house of correction for any space of time not ex- 
ceeding days. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That no person acting 
under any sucli warrant of distress as aforesaid, shall be deemed a tres- 
passer ad initio by reason of any irregularity or informality in such 
warrant, or in any proceedings thereon ; but any person aggrieved by the 
issuing or execution of such warrant, may recover the special damages 
thereby by him or her sustained in an action of trespass or on the case, 
in any of His Majesty’s Courts of Record in Ireland. 

AN.D whereas warrants of distress granted by Justices of tlie peace are 
in many instances inelFectual, by reason of the goods and chattels of tlie p 
persons against whom such warrants are granted, being out of the juris- 
diction of the Justice granting the same ; BE it therefore Enacted, That 
in all cases where any penalty forfeiture fine or other money may, by the 
w’arrant of any Justice or Justices of the.peace in Ireland, be directed to 
be levied by distress and sale of the goods and chattels of any person or 
persons, if sufficient distress cannot be found within the limits of the juris- 
diction of the Justice granting such warrants of distress, on oath thereof 
made bj' one witness before any Justice of the peace of any other countv, ■ 
county of a city or town, town corporate or place (which oath shall 
by him certified by indorsement on such warrant,) such penalty forfeiture 
fine or other money, or so much thereof as may not have been before 
levied or paid, shall and -may, by virtue of such warrant or indorsement, 
be raised and levied by the person or persons to whom such warrant of 
distress shall have been originally directed, by distress and sale of the 
goods and chattels of such person or persons in such other county, 
county of a city or town, town corporate or jdace ; and the money arising 
by such distress and sale shall be applied and disposed of for such pur- lo 
poses and in like manner as if sufficient goods and chattels of such per- 
son or persons had been found within the jurisdiction of the magistrate 
originally granting such warrant ; and if no such distress can be found, 
such offender or offenders shall and may be forthwith proceeded against 

according 
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/diff 

according to law ; Provided always, That no Justice who shall indorse How far 
any certificate upon or authorize the execution of any such warrant of 
distress which may not have been granted within his jurisdiction, shall in-e- 

be answerable or accountable for any irregularity which may have been ® ^ 

committed or done in or about the obtaining or granting of such warrant 
of distress. 
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